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Hundreds Attend Consolo-Hosted ICSC Event  
at NY National SIG 

 
By: PEACHY DEEGAN 
 
     More than 300 retail and real estate industry leaders convened for a Women in Real 
Estate Special Interest Group (SIG) event hosted by Faith Hope Consolo, Chairman of 
Prudential Douglas Elliman's Retail Group, at the International Council of Shopping 
Centers' (ICSC) New York National Conference, held December 6th. The late afternoon 
program began with a networking hour highlighted by champagne, wine and hors 
d'oeuvres. It was followed by an exciting presentation, "Lord & Taylor: REMaking Their 
Legend and Yours," with featured guests David L. Clements, Vice President and General 
Manager of Lord & Taylor's Fifth Avenue flagship store, and Dominick Ponti, Senior 
Vice President of Design, Construction and Facilities for Lord & Taylor, who were 
introduced after Ms. Consolo and ICSC’s Lorraine Mazza, Staff Vice President of 
Conventions and Conferences, honored past SIG roundtable leaders. 
  
     "We were expecting a strong response, given the stature of our guest speakers and the 
timeliness of the topic," pointed out Ms. Consolo. "But the crowd far exceeded our 
expectations and included a diverse mix of media, real estate professionals and groups 
from related industry associations, such as NYCREW and AREW." 
  
     The discussion centered on Lord & Taylor's nine-month revitalization and renovation 
program, which is already becoming a benchmark for department stores nationwide. 
From overviews of the improvements program through descriptions of reinvented 
departments and layouts, Messrs. Ponti and Clements provided the rationale behind the 
multi-million dollar project. They also elaborated on the positive consumer response, 
recent successes at the flagship and plans to build nine new units nationwide. A rapt 
audience responded afterwards with a boisterous Q&A session that ran long. 
  
     The Women in Real Estate roundtables were launched by Ms. Consolo in May 2010 at 
ICSC RECon in Las Vegas, as part of the organization's Special Interest Group (SIG) 
initiative. Focusing on specific disciplines within the retail and real estate industries, the 
SIGs have enabled professionals in the field to meet and share common ideas, interests 
and challenges. They provide excellent opportunities for networking through informal, 
interactive discussions. 
  
     Throughout 2010, Ms. Consolo has spearheaded roundtables and presentations at 
ICSC conferences around the country, including in Boston, Orlando, San Diego, Chicago 
and Atlanta, culminating with this year's program at the New York National Conference. 
   



     Ms. Consolo will again chair the Women's SIG program for ICSC in 2011. The next 
Women in Real Estate SIG will be held at the ICSC Mid-Atlantic Idea Exchange 
in National Harbor, MD on February 22-23, 2011. Additional SIGs are scheduled next 
year for the following ICSC conferences: RECon in Las Vegas, May 22; New England 
Idea Exchange in Boston, July 13-14; Florida Conference in Kissimmee, FL, August 14-
16; Western Conference in San Diego, CA, September 7-9; Chicago Deal Making 
in Chicago, October 27-28; Southeast Conference inAtlanta, October 31-November 2; 
Texas Conference in Grapevine, TX, November 14-15; and New York National 
Conference and Deal Making, New York City, December 5-7, 2011. 
  
About Prudential Douglas Elliman's Retail Group 
 
     As the industry leader in retail leasing, investment sales and consulting, Prudential 
Douglas Elliman’s Retail Group is renowned for its success on local, national and 
international platforms. Headed by Faith Hope Consolo, Chairman, the group's 
comprehensive scope extends to virtually every facet of the retail landscape; from 
celebrated Madison Avenue to Rodeo Drive, urban retail corridors worldwide, upscale 
super regional shopping malls, luxury specialty centers and hotel/casino retail. Over the 
years, the group has brought world-famous fashion designers and international brands to 
U.S. markets; and U.S brands abroad. Moreover, they are the exclusive representatives of 
prominent portfolios held by investment funds, public companies and private property 
owners; as well as consultants for business improvement districts and government 
agencies. 
  
     Renowned for its innovative marketing strategies, the Retail Group offers a wide 
range of services that are critical for today's economic environment, and provide  
customized, focused solutions on a client-by-client basis. With unparalleled access to a 
global network of businesses, owners and buyers, Prudential Douglas Elliman's Retail 
Group is the foremost retail real estate authority in the country. For more information, 
visit the Retail Group online.     
 


